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Title IX Office announces changes

A new director, a student-oriented sexual health educational fellowship and
a pilot program for the theology department highlight the developments

B Y E LLEN S IEFKE
Editor-in-Chief
Six years after Title IX Officer Kate Lawson began her
Xavier career, she is getting a
partner: a new Title IX Program Director. The director
will focus on prevention and
education efforts as they relate
to gender-based violence and
Title IX affairs.
The announcement of
the new position comes after
a summer that included research conducted by juniors
Riley Head and Derek Adkins
and senior Daniel Bowling
as well as an Enquirer article
about sexual assault on campus that featured Lawson and
Father Michael Graham, president. Both Lawson and Graham feel that the new position
is the culmination of efforts
from all aspects of campus to
change the culture surrounding gender-based violence, including the recent work from
Head, Adkins and Bowling.
“One of the things that we
knew was going to happen as
(Lawson) engaged her work is
that reporting rates were going to go up, which would give
her more work to do,” Graham
said, “and that’s a good thing.
When people are reporting
more, it means they trust the
system, they know what to do,
they can label as wrong that
which has happened to them
and so on.”
Lawson added that the
partnerships formed between
her office and the rest of campus, especially student leaders,
combined with the leadership
from Graham and the Board
of Trustees, allowed for an
increase in reporting.

Newswire photo by Sydney Sanders

(Left to right) Kate Lawson, Riley Head, Father Michael Graham, president, Daniel Bowling and Derek Adkins
all played a role in the development of a new Title IX Program Director as well as education pilot programs.

“We really have been able
to establish Xavier as a leader
on Title IX and gender-based
violence response, which…
has really led to this sea
change in our culture, where
we’re significantly decreasing
barriers to reporting and students are accessing advocacy
and support services in a way
that, really, we haven’t seen,”
Lawson said.
Because of the increases
in reporting, however, Lawson has been unable to spend
more time on the prevention
and education side, which is
where the new director will
come in. The position will entail promoting gender-based
violence goals as stated in the
university’s diversity and inclusion strategic plan and directing gender-based violence
prevention and education pro-

gramming. The director will
also assist the office with investigative work as needed.
Beyond these duties, the
director will focus on being a
resource for gender-based violence education and sexual
health efforts across campus,
which was the focus of the
students’ summer research.
Head explained that in their
conversations with students,
faculty and staff, they found
a lack of connection among
groups or programs dedicated
to gender-based violence and
similar issues. One of their
conclusions, therefore, was
the need for a director to act
as that connecting piece.
“There’s all of these amazing initiatives…but they’re all
so siloed,” Head said. “That’s
one of the biggest goals for
the prevention director, is that

they will be that streamlined
communication source, that
even if somebody needs to
be talking to somebody else,
that prevention director can
connect those people in communication, so that it’s not
just people doing their best in
their individual communities
but that it’s more of a Xavier-wide effort.”
In addition to the new director, two more initiatives
are set to roll out within the
year: first, a fellowship dedicated to healthy sexual decision-making, and second, a
pilot program within the theology department to bring the
issue into classrooms.
The fellowship will consist
of a group of junior-senior
partnerships that will engage
students individually and
through connecting groups

like Xavier Students Against
Sexual Assault or committees
like It’s On X. The fellows will
work under the director but
will enjoy a level of autonomy in that they will determine
how to approach the topic of
sexual health.
“Part of that would be
talking about healthy relationships, planning programming to talk about safe dating,
talking about what consent
looks like, how to safely have
sex,” Head said, “and that’s
what we’ve been kind of
talking about. When we interview students, when we select
students, when they’re partnered for the senior-junior
partnership, (we will be) finding what works best for them,
what are their passions, what
are their interests, so that they
can do their best work, instead of us telling them, ‘This
is what you need to focus on.’”
Lawson emphasized the
importance of having these
peer-to-peer connections and
conversations.
“I think it’s important for
students to hear from people
my age, perhaps, or in my position, about these topics, but
it does not resonate or have
nearly the impact we want
unless it’s peer-led conversations,” Lawson said. “So
we’ve really talked about the
value of having the student
fellows...working with the Title IX Director to...as a polit
program, determine what
makes sense, what should we
be tackling this first year...and
matching the focus with the
student interest.”
See TITLE IX, page 3
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Get to know Carabello
Coffee, a philanthropic
company now serving
its coffee on campus.

A student and police
officer reflect on last
week’s downtown
shooting at Fifth Third.

Father Michael Graham, president, addresses survivors of sexual violence in an open letter to the Xavier community, modeled after former Vice President
Joe Biden’s letter.
Students Derek Adkins, Daniel Bowling and Riley
Head describe their summer research project about
gender-based violence iniatives on campus and
highlight their findings. Some of their proposed programs are being implemented this year.
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Carabello Coffee more than beans
The new providers of Xavier’s coffee strive to empower farmers through
forming cooperatives and connecting them to larger growing communities

Newswire photo by Hannah Paige Michels

Justin and Emily Carabello founded the Carabello Coffee Company, the new providers of Xavier’s coffee, in
2009. The Kentucky company strives to empower farmers and provide high-quality specialty grade coffee.

B Y H ANNAH P AIGE
M ICHELS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
When Xavier’s dining
scene began to change, students had virtually no idea
what was going to replace beloved restaurants and coffee
shops. Though other replacements have yet to be revealed,
the coffee replacement is no
longer a mystery.
All coffee on campus is now
sourced from Carabello Coffee
Company and can be found at
Victory Perk and in the Hoff
Dining Commons. While seeing Coffee Emporium choose
to leave campus was upsetting
for some, Carabello Coffee
brings more to the table than
simply a new caffeine fix.
The company was founded by Justin and Emily Carabello in 2009 and is located
just across the river in Covington, Ky. It started with
an idea 30,000 feet in the air:
What if there was a philanthropic company that equitably sourced coffee, sold it in
the United States and put the
profits back into sustainable
initiatives in coffee-roasting
communities in developing
countries?
When Xavier began consolidating dining options under Chartwells, Coffee Emporium was given priority in
being the sole provider of coffee on campus in both dining
and concessions. Carabello
Coffee was also considered for
the spot.
According to Justin, when
considering new coffee providers, Xavier wanted hyper-locally roasted (within 15
miles of campus), fully traceable, specialty grade coffee.
On top of this, the university wanted an opportunity to
form a direct relationship with
coffee-farming communities.
“As a specialty coffee roaster, I was absolutely shocked at

this,” Justin said in reference
to Xavier’s willingness to accommodate the higher cost of
equitably sourced coffee. “To
me it speaks a lot to the values
of the university.”
He added that Xavier was
fully on board with transitioning to meet Carabello Coffee’s
standards. For one, the university invested thousands of
dollars in high-quality brewing equipment. Justin said
that he’s never walked onto a
college campus and seen what
he calls “the Mercedes-Benz
of coffee brewers.”
Beyond the equipment, Justin chose the coffee available
on campus today with the
goal of creating genuine relationships with producers. For
example, he personally knows
Angele Ciza, who grows the
Burundi blend. Ciza plans to
visit Xavier in April to meet
students and talk about her
current projects. Her business
is a primarily woman-owned
and operated cooperative in
east Africa. Justin said this
cooperative has been vital in
helping Ciza and her community rebuild their economy after the Burundian genocides
in the 90s.
Xavier is also serving Carabello’s Guatemala Villa Linda,
which is sourced from a cooperative that centers around
a town called Unión Cantinil
in Huehuetenango, Guatemala. Here, several farmers have
a few acres of land but not
enough to create a truly exportable amount of coffee.
Typically, people known as
“coyotes” drive around in pickup trucks and purchase coffee
cherries from poor farmers
for cheap prices. According to
Justin, many farmers sell to
the coyotes because it’s easy
and provides instant income
on a product that might otherwise sit around.

“For a lot of people, they
feel stuck in this system
where, even though they’re
getting paid unfairly, at least
they’re getting paid earlier,”
he said.
That’s where people like
Justin and Emily come in.
Carabello and similar companies present cooperative
structures to these farmers
and offer to pay three or four
times more than the coyotes.
If farmers agree to organize
and follow certain protocols,
then both parties can arrange
a mutually profitable business
deal. Farmers can pool their
coffee to create an exportable
quantity and seek long-term
relationships with importing
companies, and roasters like
Carabello can be introduced
to farmers and their products.
As he spoke, Justin pulled
up Facebook Messenger on
his phone. He was chatting
with Luis, one of Carabello
Coffee’s main farmers in Nicaragua. Luis had reached out to
Justin about a neighborhood
family who also grew coffee
and wanted to bring them
on board to harvest beans for
Carabello Coffee.
According to Justin, 93
percent of coffee consumed in
America is still conventional
grade, as opposed to Carabello’s specialty grade. With
coffee trading at 98 cents a
pound on the commodities exchange, many people are unable to survive in coffee-producing nations by farming
coffee. Last year, Justin paid
an average of $4 per pound
for coffee when the market
price was $1.30 per pound.
“We want to see the seven
percent that’s specialty (coffee), that’s priced more based
on the quality, not the market,” Justin said. “We want to
see that way of sourcing and
building relationships change,

and we want to see market
share increase.”
Justin said that forming
relationships with farmers
begins with a foundation of
trust. Currently, Carabello
Coffee sources its Guatemala
blend from a cooperative of
76 farmers who are all earning more and seeing potential
for growth.
“The long-term goal is we
could leverage the potential
social impact and even educational impact that the university could make on these communities or these farmers,”
Justin said.
“Can we begin to build relational bridges between the
university and specific communities that, over a five-year
or 10-year period of time,
could actually create vibrant
opportunities on both sides?”
Besides working with universities and communities,
Carabello invests directly
in philanthropic initiatives
and has donated $10,000 this
year alone. The company
also works with the nonprofit organization Coffee Kids in
places like Colombia, Honduras and Tanzania to invest in
young coffee farmers. Coffee
Kids provides young adult
farmers with classes, economic data, resources and support
to grow their coffee farms.
Thinking big picture, Justin hopes that, through creating relationships between
Xavier and coffee-producing
communities, students might
have a chance to visit producers and children in farming
families might have more opportunities to receive a higher
education.

“What I find truly commendable is this is the way
Xavier is willing to rethink
how they spend their coffee
dollars,” Justin said. “Instead
of just spending it with a national brand...they’re saying
‘Well, what if we think more
about the individual or the
person at the end of this supply chain and choose to spend
our money that way?’ And I
think the potential is really
huge in the long term.”
Ultimately, the partnership with Carabello Coffee is
important for both sides. For
Carabello, the partnership
meant making an even greater change. For Xavier, serving Carabello’s coffee meant
committing to a company that
believes in community, philanthropy and quality.
“We don’t say yes to everybody,” Justin said. “We don’t
just serve our coffee anywhere. We want to work only
with other companies that
value our brand, our quality
levels, that are willing to commit...
“It’s one thing to have a
cool local coffee shop. That’s
great. But cool local coffee
shops just don’t go through a
lot of coffee...The potential to
impact people’s lives is much
greater when you start tapping into these larger institutions. You can make a bigger
impact.”
Justin is excited to get involved with students at Xavier. Carabello Coffee will be at
the farmer’s market on Sept.
27 doing tastings and plans
to host events on campus to
connect with the Xavier community.

Newswire photo by Luke Feliciano

Student workers Anya Gilmore and Ryan Lawson get to use what Justin
Carabello calls the “Mercedes-Benz of coffee brewers” at Victory Perk.
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Sept. 10 Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
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2020.
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Meet Officer Natosha Yankey
Among the seven, there is a
new full time officer, one new
part-time officer, and five new
reserve officers.
Officer Michael Farmer
and Officer Salvatore Damiano are XUPD’s new full-time
and part-time officers.
Deputy Chief Joseph Han,
Lieutenant Todd Campbell,
Officer Joseph Eglseder, Officer Sean Earl and Officer
Natosha Yankey are XUPD’s
new reserve officers.
The Newswire had the opportunity to ask reserve officer Yankey a few questions for
students to get to know her.
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI1DWRVKD<DQNH\
The following is an edited
2IÀFHU 1DWRVKD <DQNH\ DWWHQGHG
transcript.
WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI &LQFLQQDWL EXW
QRZZRUNVIRULWVFURVVWRZQULYDO

B Y M ADDY G OODMAN
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Xavier University Police
Department (XUPD) has
hired seven new police officers
for the 2018-2019 school year.

Where are you from?
I’m from Hillsboro, Ohio.
Where did you attend college?
I attended University of Cincinnati.

Why did you want to be a
police officer?
I wanted to provide a sense of
security for others within the
community. I also like the variety of never knowing what
my day may be like.
Why did you choose to work
at Xavier?
Working at a campus allows
me to provide teaching opportunities to students on how to
be safe and secure within the
campus.
What do you like about
working at Xavier?
Well, I have not yet started
my shift there, but my hopes
are enjoying the campus policing.
What are your hobbies?
Crafts, baking (and) hiking.
Share a fun fact about you.
I love to travel to different
beaches.

Students offer reactions to new Lime scooters
B Y S YDNEY S ANDERS
+HDG3KRWR(GLWRU
-JNFESPQQFEPČJUT
MPOHBXBJUFETDPPUFSTFBSMZ
5VFTEBZNPSOJOH BOEUIF
SFTUPGDBNQVTXBTUFEOP
UJNFJOUSZJOHUIFEFWJDFT
PVUćFTDPPUFSTDBOCF
SFOUFEKVTUMJLFUIF-JNF
CJLFTBOEBSFTVCKFDUUP
UIFTBNFSVMFTBOESFHVMBUJPOTDPODFSOJOHVTBHFBOE
QBSLJOH
8FBTLFEBGFXTUVEFOUT
UPTIBSFUIFJSUIPVHIUTPO
UIFOFXTDPPUFST

i*XPVMETBZUIBUIBWJOH-JNF
BSPVOEDBNQVTJTBHPPEBEEJUJPO
GPSUIPTFTUVEFOUTXIPMJWFPČ
DBNQVTBOEBSFMPPLJOHGPSDIFBQFS
GPSNTPGUSBOTQPSUBUJPOw
Joseph Spirk
Junior economics major

i*UIJOLUIFZTFFNMJLFBOJOUFSFTUJOHBOEFYDJUJOHOFXDPODFQU CVU*
IBWFBMNPTUHPUUFOIJUCZBDBSFMFTT
TUVEFOUUISFFUJNFTOPXBSPVOE
DBNQVTw
Lizzie Williams
Senior criminal justice major

iA8IFSFBSFUIFIFMNFUT JTNZJOJUJBMDPODFSO BTXFMMBTAćFZTFFN
MJLFB%6*XBJUJOHUPIBQQFO*GZPV
DPVMEFWFOHFUB%6*POBOFMFDUSJD
TDPPUFSBQQ *DPVMEOUUFMMZBw
Brennan Kizer Ball
Senior nursing major

TITLE IX: Programs to focus on education efforts
CONTINUED from page 1
Interested students will
apply and undergo interviews
before being selected. Both
the Title IX Office as well as
Head, Adkins and Bowling
will be involved in this process. In addition, Graham has
agreed to offer financial support to the fellows, modeled
after the current program involving sustainability interns
on campus.
The second initiative is an
educational pilot program for
the theology department. The
program will provide lesson
plans and resources for professors to speak about gender-based violence and the
issues surrounding it. The
new director will oversee the
program.
Adkins said their goal is to
engage students who might
not otherwise tackle these
kinds of topics.
“What a lot of the student
organizations and student
groups on campus are doing
around gender-based violence

“(Gender-based violence) touches every person in some way,
whether direct or indirect, and so I think that it’s really important that students on our campus realize that it really is on us to
change our culture.”
-Derek Adkins, junior Philosophy, Politics and the Public major
and prevention are great, but
they really tend to only attract
students that care about these
issues already,” Adkins said.
“Our goal is to reach students
who may not care about this
issue or may not have a passion for it and to reach them
and to get them to at least
start having conversations
about it...even if that’s just in
the 50 minutes that they’re in
class, but hopefully that will
extend outside the classroom,
among friend groups.”
The students would also
like to see the program expand beyond theology into
other departments like philosophy, English and even math
or business.
Ultimately, with the new
director, the fellowship and

the pilot program, Head and
Lawson expressed that they
see an opportunity to reach
survivors of gender-based violence on campus.
“Being aware that these
human beings exist in this
space and that we need to be
conscious and loving towards
them is what I’m most excited
to see,” Head said, “because I
think it’s something that can
easily fall into the background
and because it’s something
you can easily identify in a
#MeToo movement or a Bill
Cosby story or something national, but (recognizing) that
these people sit next to you in
class and they live next to you
in the dorm rooms, I think, is
powerful.”
Adkins added that the

changes will also address moral relativism, which he said is
prevalent among students.
“I think it’s really easy for
students on this campus and
in general, students at any
college campus, to say, ‘Look,
that’s fine. I do me, you do
you, I’m not going to get involved in that, it doesn’t affect
me,’” Adkins said. “I think it’s
really important for students
to recognize that this issue
really does affect everyone on
this campus.
“It touches every person in
some way, whether it’s direct
or indirect, and so I think that
it’s really important that students on our campus realize
that it really is on us to change
our culture.”
Bowling agreed and added

that the changes promote sustainability.
“Various passions with
other social issues can run
together, so centralizing this
issue here on campus and
uniting all those people really
allows for a more sustainable
vision of changing culture on
campus,” Bowling said. “It allows us to progress at a much
faster rate.”
Graham concluded by saying that the changes both indicate a shift in the campus
climate as well as provide an
opportunity for future development.
“What we’re doing is mapping out concrete, specific
steps we’re going to take,”
Graham said. “…Then a couple years down the road, we’ll
be somewhere we aren’t now
and then can ask questions
about what’s next.
“But I think we’re in a really fruitful period right now.
Looking back gives us an opportunity to look forward in
a way that we simply haven’t
had before.”
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Kavanaugh hearings cause chaos

Proceedings interrupted by protestors; Democrats raise issues with process
B Y D EVIN L UGINBILL
Guest Writer

United State Circuit Judge
Brett Kavanaugh completed a
three-day hearing conducted
by the Senate Judiciary committee on Sunday. Kavanaugh
is President Donald Trump’s
nominee to replace Supreme
Court Justice Anthony Kennedy who is retiring.
Kavanaugh is known to
hold an originalist interpretation of the Constitution,
which is a stricter form of its
original interpretation. Kavanaugh has argued that the
president should not be subject to investigation or questioning while in office and has
also questioned the precedent
decision of Roe v. Wade.
Ronald Springman, a Xavier professor and criminal appellate lawyer said “Judge
Brett Kavanaugh received the
highest rating from the American Bar Association, which
politically tends to lean more
to the left. There is no question he is bright and well qualified. The issue is the process.
Supreme Court Justices are
nominated by the president on
the ‘advice and consent of the
Senate.’”
The proceedings were interrupted by protestors numerous times throughout the
course of the three days, with
227 arrests made. The hearing
had largely been about wheth-

tee.
The concern for Democratic senators, outspoken critics of the nomination, is the
belief that Kavanaugh’s appointment is a political insurance policy for Trump. This is
due to a law review written in
2009 by Kavanaugh that Congress could potentially write
a law to exempt the president
of investigation and prosecution while in office. Congress
has yet to introduce such a
law.
The Republican senators
supportive of Kavanaugh’s
appointment said Kavanaugh’s record showed he was
a qualified judge and a family
man. to prove him as a qualified judge and family man.
When asked by Ranking
Member Dianne Feinstein
(D-Calif.) if he thought the
ruling of Roe vs. Wade was
correct, Kavanaugh only said,
“I would respect it as precedent.” Legal experts predict
that with a fifth conservative
leaning justice on the Supreme Court, abortion rights
Photo courtesy Eric Draper of Whitehouse.gov archives
Brett Kavanaugh (left) was sworn in for U.S. Circuit Judge by Justice Anthony Kennedy (right) in the Rose could be in jeopardy.
Garden in 2006. Kavanaugh has been nominated by President Donald Trump to replace Kennedy on the bench.
Republicans insist that
these
claims are inflated and
er personal political views made available to them at the the claims by saying that “the
that
Kavanaugh
is clearly a
could be seen as disqualifying. eleventh hour, could be ana- committee was in complete
well-qualified,
albeit
a conserDemocratic senators called lyzed. In addition, thousands compliance according to the
vative-leaning
judge.
into question the validity of documents have yet to be Presidential Records Act of
Grassley expects that
of the nomination process made available to the public.
1978.”
the
Senate will vote on Ka, claiming that a legitimate
After the proceedings, the
Senate Judiciary Commitvanaugh’s
confirmation in
hearing could not take place tee Chairman Charles Grass- issue of presidential power
mid-September.
until 42,000 documents, only ley (R-Iowa) responded to was discussed by the commit-

   
Sept. 4, 10:30 p.m. —
A hall director and RA’s
reported an inappropriate
message left outside a room
on a whiteboard in Kuhlman Hall.
Sept. 5, 8:00 a.m. — An
employee in the Conaton
Learning Commons reported someone may have
been in their office overnight. Nothing was taken.
Sept. 5, 11:30 p.m. — A
student reported someone
damaged their car while
parked in the R1 lot overnight. Cameras couldn’t
find anything. An investigation is pending.
Sept. 6, 9:20 p.m. —
Xavier Police investigated a
report of a disorderly party
and possible hazing of students in the 1900 Cleneay
Avenue. Officers were unable to locate any evidence
of hazing. Students of the
residence were advised a

  





Child of the
woods
Sept. 8, 6:41 p.m. —
Xavier Police investigated a report of a juvenile
(approximately
12 years old) wandering
around the insides of
Husman Hall Kuhlman
Hall, and Fenwick Place.
The juvenile was last seen
discarding their bicycle and running into the
woods at Ledgewood Avenue and Victory Parkway.

report would be filed with the
code of conduct for follow up.
Sept. 8, 1:38 a.m. — A
non-student observed entering Fenwick Place behind a

student who keyed in was
arrested for criminal trespassing. The non-student,
who was also suspected
of entering Kuhlman Hall
earlier, had been previously
warned to stay off campus.
Sept. 8 , 7:05 a.m. —
Three students entering the
woods behind the Volleyball
courts who smoked marijuana were sent on their way
and were referred to the
code of conduct process.
Sept. 9, 12:00 a.m. — A
student reported the theft of
a $100 bill from their wallet.
An investigation is pending.
Sept. 10, 8:06 p.m. —
Xavier Police received a report from students living in
a suite on the second floor of
Fenwick Place that someone
may have been in their common room overnight and a
computer charger may possibly be missing. Residence
Life was notified.

Week in review

Bloody youth, trains and “Cinicinnati”
 Blood might be the secret
to remaining young in
both mind and body. A series of studies backed by
the San Francisco-based
company Ambrosia found
that adults 35 and older
injected with blood from
16-25-year-old
donors
showed improvements in
biomarkers for age-related diseases. Ambrosia
currently sells teenage
blood plasma to older patients at a rate of $8,000
for 2.5 liters (Sept. 8).
 Derek Loccident, a football player for the University of Central Oklahoma, lost his foot on
Sunday after a train ran
over it. Loccident had attempted to crawl under a

stopped train when it began moving and severed
his foot (Sept. 9).
 A road sign along I-71
in Columbus currently
directs drivers south toward “Cinicinnati.” It’s
unclear how long the
typo has existed, if there
are any plans to fix it or
if there is a new town in
the works (Sept. 10).
 King’s Walk Golf Course,
located in Grand Forks,
N.D., plans to introduce
a new drone food delivery
service on Friday. Customers will place their
orders through an app,
and the drones will lower
their snacks to them on a
rope (Sept. 11).

Photo courtesy of Jake Conway

This sign will take you to a magical new city, known as “Cinicinnati.”

U.S. & World News

@xaviernewswire

September 12, 2018

5

Fifth Third shooting leaves 3 dead

Shooter killed and two also wounded in the attack 13 minutes from campus
B Y S IERRA R OSS
Guest Writer

There was an active shooter reported at the Fifth Third
Bank branch in Fountain
Square plaza about 13 minutes away from Xavier’s campus on Sept. 6.
At around 9:10 a.m., the
gunman, Omar Santa-Perez,
entered the loading dock of
the bank and opened fire.
In fewer than five minutes,
three people were killed and
two others were wounded.
Both of the wounded people
have been released from the
hospital.
The motive for the shooting is currently under investigation. Perez had no know
connection to Fifth Third or
to any of the victims, all of
whom have been identified.
It is unclear whether or not
Santa-Perez was voluntarily
committed to a mental health
institution after a Florida
court order in 2010.
On two occasions, Santa-Perez’s mother and sister
had argued in court that was
“was violent and mentally ill.”
According to Florida law, if
he was involuntarily admitted
to a mental health institution,
his name would have been reported to the FBI’s National
Instant Criminal Background
Check System (NICS).
However, because of reliance on local officials to report names, large volumes of

Photo courtesy of cnn.com

2IÀFHUVUHVSRQGWRWKH)RXQWDLQ6TXDUHVKRRWLQJRQ6HSW7KHJXQPDQ2PDU6DQWD3HUH]HQWHUHGWKHORDGLQJGRFNRIWKH)LIWK7KLUGEDQNDQG
RSHQHGÀUH+HNLOOHGWKUHHDQGOHIWWZRZRXQGHGEHIRUHEHLQJNLOOHGLQDVKRRWRXWZLWKWKHSROLFH&XUUHQWO\WKHPRWLYHIRUWKHVKRRWLQJLVXQNRZQ

names and human error, not
every name is added correctly.
The FBI has not confirmed
whether or not Perez was
added to the NICS.
Santa-Perez was also killed
in a shootout with police officers. Santa-Perez was believed to be carrying a 9mm
semi-automatic pistol with
several hundred rounds of
ammunition.
The handgun was purchased legally on Aug. 2 at
a Shoot Point Blank indoor
shooting range in the Cincinnati area.

When first year Xavier student William Rath first heard
about the shooting, he was extremely “disappointed and upset. I have never really felt that
Cincinnati was a safe city, even
before I got here,” he said prio
to coming to Xavier, he had
always heard that “Cincinnati
is a very dangerous city.”
However, Rath thought
that although areas seem dangerous outside of Xavier, he
feels “very safe on campus.”
“Anything can happen,”
Rath said “This is why Xavier tries to prepare us in case

something does happen.
Nothing can truly prepare you
for a shooting. (I) hope Xavier
will never face a situation like
this.”
Xavier Police Lieutenant
Kenneth Grossman recommends that in the event of
an active shooter, students
follow the implemented run,
hide, fight plan. The best way
to “avoid being the victim of
an active shooter, is to not
be where the shooter is (and
to not) go where the shooter
goes,” he said.
“If you cannot run, secure

yourself in a safe place, and
if absolutely necessary, fight
back.”
Grossman does not believe
that the events should cause
any concerns with students.
However, he said that “students should be aware of their
surroundings at all times”,
and that if you notice something abnormal report it to
police.
Grossman said that “if you
see something, say something.
It only takes seconds for a
situation to evolve into something dire.”

Potential Syrian Civil War ceasefire falls through
Iran, Turkey and Russia fail to reach agreement; Assad sets sights on north

The Free Syrian Army).
The presence of Kurdish
forces controlling the northeastern region of Rojava
have been supported by both
the U.S. and Russia, but have
a hostile relationship with
Turkey. The Syrian Civil
War has continued to make
steady progress during recent
months as it draws closer to a
conclusion .
With the war causing both
civilian deaths and a refugee crisis, people around the
world are wishing for the
war to finally come to an end.
First-year student Kevin Fedders said, “Human lives are
human lives. The war’s causing far too many deaths and
there is guilt on many sides.”
Assad has taken control
back in much of Syria, including eastern Syria where the
3KRWRE\6SF$QWKRQ\=HQGHMDV,9RQGRGJRY
86UG&DYDOU\5HJLPHQWZLWK,UDTLVHFXULW\IRUFHVÀUHDUWLOOHU\DW,VODPLF6WDWHORFDWLRQVQHDUWKH,UDTL6\ULDQ Islamic State formerly held
ERUGHU6\ULDQ3UHVLGHQW%DVKDUDO$VVDGKDVUHJDLQHGFRQWURORIPRVWRI6\ULDDQGKRSHVWRUHFDSWXUHWKHQRUWK control. Assad has turned
country was not prepared certain rebel groups, and the his focus toward the northB Y A ARON T ICKNOR
for more refugees. Russia three leaders will meet again ern province of Idlib, the last
Guest Writer
On Sept. 9, the leaders of
President Vladimir Putin in Russia.
stronghold of anti-Assad rebIran, Turkey and Russia met
was firm in his assertion
Putin and Russia have els.
to discuss a potential ceasefire
that the remnants of ISIS held a long-standing alliance
On Sept. 3, President Donin the Syrian Civil War.
in the province need to be with Syrian President Bahaer ald Trump tweeted, “PresiTurkey President Recep
defeated.
Al-Assad. The United States dent Bashar al-Assad of SyrTayyip Erdoan called for SyrUltimately, negotiations and Turkey, both NATO al- ia must not recklessly attack
ia not to begin an offensive
fell through. However Pu- lies, have supported some reb- Idlib Province…Hundreds of
into Idlib, warning of civilian
tin has remained open to the el groups, particularly those thousands of people could be
casualties and stating that his
idea of making peace with based in northern Syria (ie. killed. Don’t let that happen!”

The United Nations has
warned of the potential of
the “worst humanitarian catastrophe” with an assault of
Idlib. The U.N. agency coordinating relief efforts estimated
that 30,000 people have been
displaced from the region
and a potential 800,000 more
could move. Approximately
3 million civilians live in the
farmlands of Idlib.
“There needs to be ways
of dealing with this problem that don’t turn the next
few months in Idlib into the
worst humanitarian catastrophe with the biggest loss of
life in the 21st century,” Mark
Lowcock, chief of the U.N.’s
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, said.
The Syrian Civil War began
nearly seven and a half years
ago and has taken more than
100,000 civilian lives, as well
as forced more than 500,000
people to become refugees.
Assad has not yet begun
a ground offensive into Idlib
but continues to conduct airstrikes onto rebel provinces
with Russian support. Experts fear the potential loss
of life in the theoretical offensive, predicting that this last
stage of the civil war may be
the deadliest.
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An open letter from Fr. Graham

An Open Letter to Survi- nerability of that potential to
vors of Sexual Violence at the public health epidemic of
Xavier:
sexual violence.
At the start of each acThere’s excitement and
ademic year, I am especially energy among students as
aware of the fact that so many they begin, or continue, their
survivors of sexual violence life-changing journeys to find
walk among
themselves
our campus It is my responsibility
and change
c o m m u n i - to share Xavier’s
the world.
ty. Maybe
But experiit’s because commitment to
encing sexwe
know comprehensively
ual violence
there is a and compassionately
and
its
significant address sexual
devastatincreased
ing impact
violence.
risk
of
on
every
sexual vioaspect of
lence for incoming students a student’s life can quickly
in their first year. Perhaps it’s change the trajectory of that
the messaging on sexual vio- journey and replace that polence prevention that we inte- tential with confusion, pain
grate into Manresa. If I dig and fear.
deeper though, I believe there
Which brings me to Xaviare two things that lead to er’s responsibility to you. It
my increased awareness: the is my responsibility to share
near-palpable sense of poten- Xavier’s commitment to comtial in the air at the start of prehensively and compassiona new year and my own per- ately address sexual violence
sonal knowledge of the vul- — not just because of our re-

quirement to do so under Ti- are a warrior — with a solid
While these are heartfelt
tle IX, but because of the mis- steel spine. Your story has al- words, they are, in the end,
sion that guides and grounds ready changed lives. You have just words. Which is why I
us as a Jesuit university.
helped change the culture.”
wanted to share, via this speWe must
You have cial edition of the Newswire, a
educate stu- ,WLVWKHÀUVWIXOOWLPH c h a n g e d significant new action we are
dents, facul- dedicated position
the
cul- taking to advance our work on
ty and staff
ture
here
this issue: adding a Title IX
DW;DYLHUWRIRFXVRQ
on
what
at Xavier. Program Director position.
sexual vio- JHQGHUEDVHGYLROHQFH T h r o u g h
It is the first full-time, dedlence is — prevention.
the collec- icated position at Xavier to foyour rights,
tive efforts cus on gender-based violence
options and
of students, prevention. I am confident that
resources — and tell you pro- staff and faculty, we have and under Chief Title IX Officer
actively how we can and will will continue to create a cul- Kate Lawson’s leadership and
support you here. We make ture where sexual violence vision, the director will take
this commitment to every is not tolerated or condoned; Xavier’s gender-based viostudent and every survivor where the norm is to speak lence prevention efforts and
regardless of what paths you up and speak out rather than culture change to the next
determine are right for you in look the other way; to engage level. Our Jesuit mission and
seeking healing and recovery. and challenge ourselves and values, especially Cura PersonTo the survivors on our others to disrupt rape culture alis and being Women and Men
campus: If I may borrow from and raise our collective voices for and with Others, demand
the words of Vice President against it.
nothing less.
Joe Biden in his powerful letCordially,
ter to the survivor of Brock
Turner:
“I see you. I do not know
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
your name, but I see your
President, Xavier University
unconquerable spirit. You

Dismantling rape culture: It’s on all of us
This summer, we were given the opportunity to do a research project on the culture
of sexual assault on Xavier’s
campus. Working with our
adviser, Dr. Marcus Mescher,
we were able to use an entire
summer to take a critical look
at the institution that we call
home.
To begin the process, we
identified our personal experiences during our time at Xavier that drove us to work on
the project, as well as what we
most wanted to see changed
when school resumed.
Riley chose to focus on increasing awareness of survivors on campus and working
to create a more positive and
loving environment for them
to exist in. Daniel chose to focus on the root causes of toxic masculinity and how that
mindset contributes to the
rape culture we see on campus. Derek chose to study how
we (students and institutions)
can change the predominant
culture on campus. Through
these three specific lenses, we
began to work on making a

tangible and positive change
across Xavier’s campus.
However, the more we began to specialize, the more
we began to see how related
our seemingly different topics were. Rape culture exists
because men are expected to
conform to hyper-masculine
norms that train them to think
they are entitled to sex, should
be silent about emotions and
are expected to protect other
men, even if it means violating the dignity and rights of
others. Pornography not only
degrades sexuality, but it also
normalizes violence. Alcohol
and drug abuse impair decision-making and are often
used to minimize responsibility after the fact.
Underlying all these factors
is widespread moral relativism (illustrated by the popular
phrase, “I do me, you do you”),
which makes it seem like this
isn’t a problem that should
concern men. This then leads
students to assess that sexual
violence should not be a concern for them.
The result is that far too

many people are convinced
that rape culture does not exist or, if acknowledged that it
does, that it is a woman’s issue to address alone. It’s unlikely that we’ll get better at
showing support for survivors
or changing cultural norms
unless, and until, we address
these interrelated root causes.
The more we looked at the
issue, the more we understood
that we could not really talk
about any of the variables
independently. They interact
with each other at the deepest
level so that they become ingrained in every part of our
daily lives and culture.
This became our largest
and most important finding
of the summer: Rape culture
affects every single person on
Xavier’s campus. No matter
a student’s level of involvement, knowledge of the issue
or experiences with sexual violence, people still suffer.
Being impacted by rape
culture doesn’t always look
like being a survivor of sexual assault. It can look like a
friend group being torn apart

because of intimate partner
violence. It can look like a
man afraid of expressing his
vulnerabilities to his group
of male friends. Across campus people are suffering from
lack of open dialogue and the
pressure of the wider culture.
Here is where we found the
clearest tie to Xavier’s Jesuit
tradition: At Xavier we are
founded in the tradition of
Cura Personalis, care for the
whole person. We are proud
to be men and women for and
with others. These truths cannot exist in the same community that allows rape culture
to be so widespread. Our Jesuit values that pervade our
community must be tools that
we use to analyze our most intimate moments.
This summer we worked to
build institutional change that
will shape the future culture
at Xavier University. Programing, new staff positions
and curriculum changes are
all on the way for the students
at this renowned university.
But change really only
comes when students become

invested in their own future.
This is our ask to you, Xavier: Seek out and learn more.
Lean in, think critically about
how rape culture impacts you
and seize the many opportunities that we have to confront rape culture in our own
lives. As students at a Jesuit
university — if we are truly
men and women for and with
others, if we are committed to
acting with justice, generosity
and integrity — this is our responsibility to each other and
the world.
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Life on the other side of sickness

Being hospitalized nearly
all summer made me appreciate my life in college more.
And yes, reader, I wrote
that line correctly.
Having an autoimmune
disease as unpredictable as
systemic lupus means I never
know when my next trip — or
worse, full admittance — to
the hospital will be.
For any reader who isn’t
familiar, lupus is when a person’s immune system mistakes

Toni Carlotta is a senior communications major and a staff writer for
the Newswire. He is a
native of Cincinnati.

healthy tissues and organs for
diseased ones and subsequently attacks the healthy tissues
and organs of the sufferer.
The past two years have
been a series of twists and
turns with my health. Lupus
attacked my brain (causing
multiple seizures that nearly took my life in 2016), my
organs, you name it. If I had
a dollar for every time I had
to be unexpectedly rushed to
Good Sam because I wasn’t
sure if I was having a cramp
or another potentially deadly
liver flare-up, I’d be able to
pay off my student loans.
Cut to May 2018. Classes
were finally done. A suitcase
ready for three months of fun
with a best friend in New York
had been sitting by my door
for weeks. My plans were set
in stone, or so I thought.
Less than a week after
classes were over, I was in the
most excruciating pain in my
existence (this includes almost
dying two years before). After

being rushed to the ER, the
doctors discovered my blood
platelets were extremely low
(I had fewer than 10,000 while
a healthy person has more
than 135,000), and my liver
was infected for reasons the
doctors still don’t understand.
This marked the beginning
of my summer in the hospital and the end of any happy
summer plans.
May was spent entirely in
a hospital bed. June revolved
around daily infusions to treat
my liver and platelets (if you
don’t know what a PICCLINE is, it’s not fun. Trust
me, I had one in each arm in
fewer than two months.). I’d
wake up around 6 a.m. every
morning so I could get on
with my day, especially because afterward I would be
so exhausted I’d just want to
sleep for hours. In July, my infection came back full-on, and
I was back in the hospital the
entire month. The doctor still
had no idea what the cause

was. Each day in the hospital
made me feel more helpless.
To say I felt strong during
this time would be a lie. I was
at my angriest, especially (and
regretfully) toward the ones
who cared about me the most.
Complete loss of control is
difficult to cope with. I justified taking it out on the world
for months. By August, I was
finally free and ready to reestablish my priorities in life.
Before anything else, I
want happiness for myself.
School has been the door for
me to escape systemic poverty and my own ignorance. By
putting my focus back into my
education and not the anger I
felt for having this stupid autoimmune disease thrown into
my already-chaotic life, I was
finally starting to heal from
the trauma of the summertime.
Being hospitalized for
months made me appreciate
everything in my life so much
more. It took weeks just for
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me to get the energy to walk
around my house again and
even longer to go outside
without feeling winded.
Instead of letting anger
consume me, I was beginning
to take responsibility for my
emotions and how I treated
others. I’ve been blessed with
a robust support system at
Xavier and beyond who stood
by my side during my worst,
I have access to an incredible
education and network and,
most of all, I am still alive and
well enough to be here for my
final year, which I appreciate
more than anything.
No one knows what the future holds for them. It sounds
corny, but tomorrow could
bring literally anything, and
we don’t know if it’ll be positive or not. It took time, but
being more mindful of my
actions rather than focusing
on being angry at situations
I cannot change has made me
see how blessed I am in this
lifetime.

Exceptionalism: The perils of forgetting history
Some years ago, I was going.
Our history as the United
playing the latest expansion
to Fallout: New Vegas, one of States, and as a part of the
my favorite video games ever. West, stretches hundreds of
This expansion was called years. It’s filled with people
“Lonesome Road.” Your char- and events that are inspiring,
acter, a former courier, pur- terrifying, depressing and
sues a man named Ulysses magnificent. We have made
who is at least partially re- horrible mistakes with dire
sponsible for getting your consequences, and we have
character shot. Though some made brilliant choices that
elements of that particular gave hope to generations. We
expansion’s plot have faded are the heirs to a great and
from my memory, I remember terrible legacy that we do not
fully comprehend.
one line with vivid clarity:
For example, nearly all
“Who are you, that do not
people in the United States
know your history?”
There are plenty of reasons today take for granted that
that quote is supposed to hit slavery is a horrific system
the player hard in the game, and a crime against humanity.
It’s somebut it was
something We don’t know anything thing that
existed at
in society about our history
one point
that came
to
mind anymore, and as a result in time in
the unenwhen
I we can’t possibly know
lightened
heard
it. where we are going.
past but
We don’t
something
know anything about our history any- that we have moved past mormore, and as a result we can’t ally and couldn’t possibly ever
possibly know where we are return to. It is an unjustifiable

evil. However, this majority
negative opinion of slavery
has only existed in the U.S.
for maybe 150 years, perhaps
170 years if you’re generous.
Western civilization and the
world as a whole essentially
ran on slave labor for the entirety of Antiquity through
the Middle Ages, when it
evolved to take on different
forms or involve different
peoples. We, with our modern
sensibilities, are the exception
when it comes to human beliefs about slavery.
The same is true for our
system of government. Republics and democracies are
the exception to the rule,
not the standard. Most of
the government systems humanity has devised have been
empires, kingdoms or some
similar variant. Even older republics such as Rome are not
truly similar to the governments we have today.
We believe in our present society that every citizen
should have the freedom to
vote and decide who his or

her ruler is, whereas a few
hundred years ago that idea
would be considered asinine
at a minimum.
“American Exceptionalism”
is a phrase once treated with
sincerity but rarely said today
without cynicism. This phrase
came about because America
represented the most well set
up fulfillment of the exceptional ideas of the West. In
reality, it is the concepts and
ideas of the West that are the
exception to the patterns of
human history.
No, I’m not saying that we
ought to ignore the faults and
failings that exist in our history. Far from it, in fact. I believe that we must look back
into our history and examine
everything closely without
any reservations. We must
cast aside our modern ideological lenses — be it a feminist lens, a postcolonial lens,
an orthodox lens, a nationalist
lens, etc. — and attempt to
understand the truth of the
situation at hand.
I know what I’ve just stated

is a lofty goal and is perhaps
out of reach for us. However,
I believe that the consequences of not attempting to truly
and intimately understand our
own history once again will be
dire.
After all, we’re an exception to the rule. As I’m sure
you’re aware, exceptions to
rules tend to be extremely
rare, and if not monitored
and maintained properly, tend
to become corrupted and fall
apart.

Colin Lang is a senior
history and Philosophy,
Politics and the Public
double major. He is a staff
writer for the Newswire
from Cleveland.
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Men’s soccer downs rival UC in Crosstown Derby
B Y D ONNIE M ENKE
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The men’s soccer team defeated the University of Cincinnati (UC), 3-1, last Friday.
With the win, the team
has gone unbeaten in its first
four matches — the best
start since the Musketeers
began the 2012 season with
a 14-match unbeaten streak,
which serves as the program
record.
The victory also extended Xavier’s unbeaten streak
against UC to nine consecutive matches, going 6-0-3 in
that span. However, the Bearcats still lead the all-time series 25-14-8.
The Musketeers struck
first when graduate student
Tomek Pauer scored his first
Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
goal in a Xavier uniform in
The
men’s
soccer
team
continued
its
success
against
the
University
of
Cincinnati
as Xavier defeated the
the sixth minute of the match
Bearcats
3-1
last
Friday.
Junior
goalkeeper
Zachary
Nelson
(No.
1)
continues
to
stymie
opposing offenses.
on a sequence that began with
scoring from either side, and snapping a 364-minute streak Hestnes — his second of the
a corner kick.
Matt Nance, a graduate Xavier took a 1-0 advantage of not allowing an opposing match.
team to score.
Xavier scored again in the
student in his fifth year at into the break.
The Bearcats were able
The match remained tied 87th minute after Hestnes inXavier, and Simen Hestnes, a
senior midfielder, were both to equalize the match in the for the next 24 minutes un- tercepted a pass and was able
credited with assists on the 55th minute on a goal by Ae- til redshirt junior forward to finish a solo goal to give
rin West.
Samson Sergi notched his Xavier a 3-1 lead. Xavier held
goal.
That was the first goal first goal of the season in the on in the last few minutes to
The rest of the first half
went by without any more Xavier allowed this season, 79th minute on an assist from secure the two-goal victory.

Hestnes’ goal was his
fourth of the season, and he
now leads the team in goals
scored.
With Hestnes and Nance
both recording at least one
assist, the men’s team now
has seven players who have
registered at least one so far
this season.
The balance in goal scoring
has been equally impressive,
with Sergi and Pauer bringing the total to six different
players who have scored at
least one goal.
This has been the story for
Xavier’s offense since Andy
Fleming took over as head
coach in 2010. That story has
helped him achieve a 94-4826 record so far.
Redshirt sophomore goalkeeper Zachary Nelson continued his impressive season
despite allowing his first
goal of the year. He made
four saves and kept his goals
against average down at 0.27,
which would be elite by any
measure if he can maintain
that mark.
Xavier begins its conference slate at Georgetown on
Saturday against the Hoyas.

Finn strives for success on and off court Xavier
Scores
B Y T IM K RAMER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Senior right side hitter
Morgan Finn is coming off
a strong performance in one
of Xavier volleyball’s tournaments. She was named to the
All-tournament team at the
Puerto Rico Clasico.
Throughout the tournament, Finn tallied 18 kills and
seven blocks. While her success remains evident on the
volleyball court, she has also
achieved great success off the
court.
Finn, an accounting major,
is also minoring in math and
information systems. She remains busy throughout the
school year and is already
well-situated for life after college.
“I will be working for Deloitte in public accounting in
Washington, D.C.,” Finn said.
“I interned there this summer
and met some great people. I
am definitely looking forward
to moving there and being in
a bigger city with so much to
do.”
The 2018 season is Finn’s
final year as a Musketeer. She
plans to make the most of
it and leave her mark on the
Xavier program.
“As a senior, I want to
help my class leave a legacy
for any future Xavier volleyball team,” she said. “We are
a very close-knit team, and
I would always love for it to
stay that way. As a team, we
created goals in the spring
that included making it to the
Big East tournament in Omaha and then going on to the
conference tournament, and
we work towards achieving

those goals every day in the
practice gym.
“I want to look back on
this season and my collegiate
career and have absolutely no
regrets.”
Being a student athlete is
not easy, but it is a lifestyle
Finn has become accustomed
to.
Finn stated that, with
time, it has become the norm.
There are times when she
falls behind on her academic
work, but over the years she
has found ways to overcome
time management issues.
Finn emphasized that she
doesn’t want her college life
to be any other way because
she is doing what she loves.
Finn sometimes misses out
on college experiences when
the team travels out of town,
but even then, she is with
the volleyball family she has
grown to be a part of.
The Musketeers recently
took a trip to San Juan, Puerto Rico, to participate in the
Puerto Rico Clasico.
Finn reflected on this time
with her team saying: “It was
an amazing experience. Our
teammate, Laura (Grossman),
is from San Juan, so we got to
explore a lot of her favorite
places, restaurants, beaches,
etc. We visited her home as
well.”
“I loved going to Puerto
Rico and seeing where she
grew up and how different
some of the culture is. Her
mom hosted us for dinner one
of the nights and they had a
little band come and play and
everyone was singing and
dancing. It was amazing,” she
added.

Women’s Soccer
Xavier is on a two-game
winning streak after beating
Bowling Green last Thursday, 1-0, in double overtime.
The Musketeers also took
care of Akron, 3-0, last Sunday. The team’s next match
is Thursday at Dayton.
Men’s Golf

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Senior right side hitter Morgan Finn has her sights set on achieving more
success when she graduates. For now, she aims to hit her goals on court.

The trip wasn’t all about
volleyball.
The team also gave back
to the community on the trip,
which provided a rewarding
experience.
“We hosted a clinic for
young children in the area,
even though we did not speak
Spanish,” Finn said.
“Most of them knew little
to no English. It was crazy to
see how we could still connect through athletics. The
kids were eager to learn and
improve and were in awe of
the people who came to teach
them.”
Finn’s trip was capped by
being named to the All-tournament team.
“It’s definitely a cool feeling to be recognized for the
work you are putting in,”
Finn said about getting the

honor.
“It makes me want to work
harder for my teammates, as
they always put me in the
best possible situations on the
court, and I want to continue to do the same for them,”
Finn said.
She mentioned teammates
who also have been recognized as All-tournament selections for the other competitions the team has played in
include Grossman, junior Audrey Adama and senior McKena Estes.
“It truly shows the depth
of our team, as it’s not the
same person receiving the
honors each weekend,” Finn
said.
Finn’s quest for personal success continues Friday,
when the Musketeers play in
the Queen City Invitational.

The Musketeers wrapped up
their first tournament of the
season at the Badger Invitational on Tuesday. Sophomore Garrett Wood was the
top performer for Xavier in
the tournament. He shot a
223 (+7).
Women’s Golf
Xavier opened its season at
the William and Mary Invitational and finished tied for
fourth as a team. Senior Mikayla Smith set a program
record, shooting 6-under
par last Sunday, while junior
Mikayla Fitzpatrick finished
tied for fourth overall.
Volleyball
The volleyball team will
play in its fourth tournament of the year — the
Queen City Classsic — from
Friday to Saturday. The
Musketeers will face Indiana
and Eastern Kentucky at
Cintas Center. Xavier will
also square off with Cincinnati on the road.
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Opinion: Kaepernick as face of Nike ad is good
Dissent has been brewing over the former QB spearheading the campaign
B Y T RE D OAN
Guest Writer
“Believe in something.
Even if it means sacrificing
everything.”
This is the tagline for Nike’s 30th Anniversary “Just
Do It” campaign, featuring
Colin Kaepernick as its face.
The choice was a controversial move on Nike’s part
as Kaepernick, a former San
Francisco 49ers quarterback
who is currently unsigned, has
been under fire since 2016 for
protesting during the playing
of the national anthem.
He kneeled during each
singing of the anthem before
games in an effort to challenge
various social issues in America, including police brutality
and racial inequality.
“I am not going to stand up
to show pride in a flag for a
country that oppresses Black
people and people of color,” Kaepernick told the Wall
Street Journal last week.
His actions inspired both
teammates and opposing players alike to do the same.
While Kaepernick hasn’t
played football professionally since the 2016 season, he
remains a figurehead for social activism in our country.

Photo courtesy of hollywoodreporter.com

Former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick was selected as the centerpiece of the 30th
anniversary of Nike’s “Just Do It” campaign. There was much controversy surrounding NIke’s decision.

He has donated $1 million to
“organizations working in oppressed communities,” which
led him to collect GQ’s “Citizen of the Year” award in
2017.
While Nike’s stock dropped
by three percent after Kaepernick was named the face of
the campaign, sales shot up

a staggering 31 percent after
the flagship ad video titled
“Dream Crazy” debuted. This
gave more insight into what
Nike’s goal was when choosing the face of the line: to inspire those to stand for what
they believe in and not shy
away from adversity.
I personally really like this

move from Nike. It shows that
they’re not afraid to take risks
as a company in order to inspire potential consumers. Nike’s tagline is powerful, highlighting the idea that morals
outweigh materialism.
The video is uplifting, stating that our goals are possible
if you’re crazy enough to have

them. Although this was one
of the company’s most risky
moves to date, it seems to be
paying off in a big way.
Sure, you could consider
Nike “crazy” for choosing one
of the biggest risk-takers in
sports history to represent
their main line, but I say who’s
better suited than a man who
put his career in jeopardy to
stand up for what he believes
in?
In other words, Nike’s actions show that they are not
necessarily backing Kaepernick for his social or political
beliefs but more so the fact
that he’s staying true to himself.
The point of the ad is to
motivate others to do the
same, not spark some dramatic socio-political controversy.
At the end of the day, these
are values that make America
what it is.
Even if we don’t agree with
each other, we’re entitled to
our own opinions and are allowed to speak our mind, and
we shouldn’t let anyone tell us
otherwise.
In Nike’s case, they value
motivation and the concept
of how they would word it, to
just do it. So will you?

Premier League heats up early in 2018 Sports
Pereyra and Watford surprisingly find top of the leaderboard
Banter
Spurs, his future does not look
promising in Manchester.

B Y C OLIN C OOPER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Bottom of the table

As the steamy hot days of
late August transition into the
cooler rainy days of mid-September in the United Kingdom, we can officially say that
the Premier League is in full
swing.
The first month of action
on the pitch has been quite
exciting — filled with major
storylines throughout the table. Here is a more in-depth
look at these storylines from
across the pond.
Top of the table
For the most part, the top
of the table is business as
usual. Liverpool, with star
player Mohamed Salah, stand
tied with 12 points after posting four wins in the first four
matches of the season. Chelsea is also tied for first, winning its first four games as
well.
The final team tied for first
is Watford — which may come
as a surprise to some.
Through its first four
matches, Watford has yet to
concede a loss or draw. While
its first three wins came
against those at the bottom of
the table, Watford came away
with a huge win against Tottenham in its last match. Watford was projected by many
to finish at the bottom of the

Photo courtesy of watfordfc.com

Roberto Pereyra is one of the key players leading Watford to a surprising
start to the 2018 season as the team is situated atop the leaderboard.

table and possibly be relegated, so it will be interesting to
see if it can continue this hot
streak.
The two other notable
teams at the top of the table
are Manchester City and the
aforementioned Tottenham.
Both squads were projected to
be at or near the top when the
season began, so this doesn’t
come as a shock.
Middle of the table
The middle of the table is
dominated by two Premier
League heavyweights in Arsenal and Manchester United.
The managers of these clubs

have been a big topic of discussion in the early season so
far. Arsenal, with new manager Unai Emery, has had an up
and down start to the 2018-19
campaign. It began the season with back-to-back losses
against Chelsea and Man City
but have since won consecutive matches against West
Ham and Cardiff.
For Man U., the season
has been more bad news than
good. Expected to make a run
for the top of the table, it is
instead in 10th place. Manager Jose Mourinho has been
on the hot seat since the end
of last season, and with two
early losses to Brighton and

The three teams situated in
the relegation zone currently have two points through a
combined 12 games.
Newcastle United and
Burnley have both managed
to get a draw this season,
while West Ham sits alone at
the bottom with zero points.
Keep an eye on the bottom
of the table, as these teams
will become very entertaining
toward the middle and end
of the season in attempts to
avoid relegation.
Premier League in the
Champions League
Groups for the 2018-19
Champions League were
drawn a couple weeks ago,
and the four teams representing the Premier League will
be up against some stiff competition.
Notable matches include
Manchester United vs. Juventus, Liverpool vs. PSG and
Tottenham vs. Barcelona.
This Champions League
group stage has potential to
be one of the most exciting
in recent memory, as many
of Europe’s most powerful
and historic clubs will face
off. Group stage action begins
next week.

Florence and the (Hurricane) Machine
Several college football
teams, including the home
games of UNC and NC
State, have been canceled this
weekend because of the bad
weather expected to come
from Hurricane Florence.
Not so Gruden grinders
In the highly anticipated
debut of Raiders’ head coach
John Gruden, Oakland fell
handily by a score of 33-13
to the Rams. Gruden was
given a massive 10-year
contract to coach the Raiders
this offseason.
I’d like to apologize to
absolutely nobody
UFC fighter Conor McGregor is being sued by MMA
fighter Michael Chiesa. The
lawsuit is in response to a
bus fight incident earlier this
year.
You have to be Joshing me
According to a report by The
Athletic, the Yankees, Red Sox
and Astros were “annoyed”
by the Indians’ acquisition of
third baseman Josh Donaldson.
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Three Musketeers

Three anonymous Xavier students
with three very different takes on life
want to help you solve your problems. Hopefully one of them can help
you with your most pressing issues!

xaviernewswire.com

Pop culture week in review
Photos courtesy of Enews.com

Q: I am really excited about
the Boat Dance, but I heard
it’s a date event. How should
I ask someone?

Athos:
I wouldn’t worry about what everyone else is
doing. I plan on attending with a group of my
friends and having a really good time! It’s much
less stressful that way as well.

Porthos:

Shoot your shot! A lot of people at school attend the dance, so it really isn’t that weird to
ask them. If they do think you’re weird, you
have the ultimate getaway vehicle: The Belle
of Cincinnati.

Aramis:
Ask someone in your class that you get along
with really well. I see the Boat Dance as a chance
to make new relationships in a very unique setting! This is a chance to take a friendship or a
romantic interest to the next level.

Cardi B & Nicki
Minaj fight

Mac Miller
passes away

David Henrie
arrested

Cardi B and Nicki Minaj got
into a physical altercation at
a New York Fashion Week
afterparty. Cardi posted an
explanation on Instagram
afterward, saying Minaj
made rude comments about
Cardi’s daughter, Kulture,
and Cardi’s parenting ability.

Rapper Mac Miller was
found dead in his home Friday from an apparent drug
overdose. After the news
broke, social media errupted with sorrow from fans
and friends alike. Miller was
considered a talented rapper
and beloved by the music
community.

Wizards of Waverly Place
star David Henrie was arrested Monday at the Los
Angeles International Airport for the possession of a
loaded handgun. In a statement, Henrie apologized
and claimed that the event
happened because of his forgetfulness.

Women in Music:
Ariana Grande

B Y T REVER M C K ENZIE
Online Editor

Q: I hate all my
co-workers, but I love my
job. What should I do?

Athos:
Focus on the aspects of your job that you really

love. There is a reason that you chose it in the
first place (making a difference, following your
passions, money). Thinking about the things
that you love will help get you through the day.

Porthos:

When dealing with particuarly annoying coworkers, I try to imagine myself on a tropical
island or somewhere equally as pleasant. When I
am there, the crashing waves tend to drown out
their voices and I have a lovely tan.

Aramis:
Just put in your headphones and silently do

your work as much as you can. You don’t really
need co-workers to do your job anyway. If that
doesn’t keep them away, death stares usually do.

Ariana Grande wouldn’t
appear to many as a polarizing
figure. She seems to be like
many other female pop artists:
bright, happy and joyful. Her
music is a unique style of 90s
pop a la Whitney and Mariah
mixed with modern femininity. Yet, in her short lifetime of
25 years, she has experienced
more hardships than we could
ever imagine. Despite that,
she has managed to emerge as
a mature, experienced trauma
survivor who continues to live
her life to the fullest despite
the many horrible situations
she’s experienced.
Grande has faced several
instances of sexism and sexual harassment in her lifetime. In late 2016, she was
approached by a male fan who
made sexual comments about
her to her now ex-boyfriend
Mac Miller.
Ariana tweeted, “I am not a
piece of meat that a man gets
to utilize for his pleasure. I’m
an adult human being... I felt
like speaking out about this
one experience tonight because I know very well that
most women know the sensation for being spoken about in
an uncomfortable way publicly...”
After tweeting this, she
then shot back at users who
claimed the man’s comment
was a result of the way in
which she presented herself in
her music videos, specifically

mentioning
her clothing
choices and
b e h a v i o r.
“expressing
sexuality in
art is not an
invitation
for
disrespect !!! just
like wearing
a short skirt is not asking for
assault,” she tweeted.
Recently, she was groped
by the bishop officiating the
late Aretha Franklin’s funeral. Despite video evidence
confirming both the act in
question and Grande’s clear
disapproval, focus turned instead to her clothing choice.
Many criticized her for wearing a skirt to the funeral and
chose to ignore the fact that
the bishop touched Grande’s
breast without her consent.
Grande has faced other
tough situations. On May 22,
2017, her concert was hit by a
terrorist attack that killed 22
people and injured 59 more.
Following that, she ended
her relationship with the late
Mac Miller, calling their relationship “toxic.” After their
breakup and an incident in
which Miller crashed his car
into a light pole, a fan tweeted
to blame Grande for leaving
him and causing the mental
break.
Grande responded, “How
absurd that you minimize
female self-respect and selfworth by saying someone

should stay in a toxic relationship because he wrote an
album about them... I am not a
babysitter or a mother and no
woman should feel that they
need to be.”
Following Miller’s recent
passing, Grande received intense blaming from fans who
said that Miller’s death was
her fault.
Despite the many tribulations she’s been through,
Grande has remained a strong
feminist voice in an industry
wracked with sexism and sexual harassment/assault issues.
Her newest album, sweetener, once again uplifts woman
through both sexual and social empowerment (“God is a
woman” and “successful” respectively) and even addresses
issues of mental health (“get
well soon”). Throughout her
career, Grande has advocated on behalf of women, the
LGBTQ+ community and the
Black community. Even in the
face of contempt, hatred and
violence, Grande stands up for
underprivileged communities
and advocates for respect and
kindness toward all people.
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The return of the
Rom-Com
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A history of love

With the return of the rom-com, be
sure to study up on the classics

Roman
Holiday

After a full year of superhero movies, the
classic love story returns to the silver screen.

(1953)

Often heralded as the original
romantic comedy, this movie gave birth to the icon we
know as Audrey Hepburn.

3KRWRVFRXUWHV\RI,0%'FRP

When Harry met Sally
(1989)

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIGLJLWDOVS\FRP

Crazy Rich AsiansWRRNRYHUWKHER[RIÀFHWKHZHHNRILWVUHOHDVHEULQJLQJLQPLOOLRQLQLWVÀUVWZHHNHQG
DORQH7KHPRYLHHQGHGXSEHLQJLQWKHWRSWHQODUJHVWÀOPVRIWKHVXPPHUDQGZDVFHOHEUDWHGIRUGLYHUVLW\

B Y S YDNEY S ANDERS
Head Photo Editor
The drought of romantic
comedies that we endured the
entire year of 2017 left us to
face the reality of our lackluster love lives of college. No
new or “original” rom-coms
made reality inescapable. OK,
that was dramatic, but still,
there was not even one classic romantic comedy worth
noting throughout the whole
year. Not even Reese Witherspoon’s attempt in a so-called
romantic comedy was enough
in 2017, and she’s an essential
to some of the best rom-coms.
We went a whole year without
thinking that it was possible
to fall in love with your worst
enemy or a guy that you have
a bet with, and 2017 suffered
from it.
Romantic comedies have
been a staple of the entertainment industry for decades.
The classic storylines of love
triangles or friends that just
happen to be in love have
kept us optimistic for years.
My first great love in life was
Heath Ledger in 10 Things I
Hate About You and I would
definitely be lying if I said I
wasn’t disappointed when my
high school boyfriend didn’t
interrupt my practice with a
song asking me to homecoming.
The totally unrealistic and
slightly frustrating turn of

events in rom-coms is what
keeps us going. Luckily for
us, the nineties and early
two thousands are making
a strong comeback, so we at
least have the best classics
to watch. Although I would
argue there is hardly a limit to how many times you
can watch Pretty Woman, it’s
sometimes nice to throw in a
new movie. So, in 2017, when
we were universally deprived
of “original” rom-coms, we
were all left wondering why.
Modern times have called
for
modern
adaptations.
2017’s only slightly successful
attempt at a romantic comedy
was The Big Sick. The story
followed a Pakistani man and
a White woman’s love despite
cultural and health difficulties
that the two faced. The film
was not released in major theatres, but the film was wildly
popular among critics; one
article in The New York Times
calls romantic comedies a
“moribund subgenre” in film,
but The Big Sick was an exception to that opinion.
Nonetheless, just when
we were starting to give up
on rom-coms, 2018 arrived.
The classic genre has seemed
to take over popular films of
the summer and continues to
control conversation. Netflix
originals The Kissing Booth,
To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before and Sierra Burgess Is a
Loser have been hot topics on

social media all summer. The
easy access that Netflix allows
is appealing to a younger audience and bringing back the
classic, cheesy rom-com that
we all know and love.
One of the more modern
rom-coms that we’ve seen in
2018 is Crazy Rich Asians. The
Chinese-American film brings
the most classic elements
of fairy-tale life that makes
us love rom-coms so much.
There’s over-the-top luxury,
unquestioned true love and
a funny cast of supportive
friends. But it is groundbreaking in the film industry as one
of the only popular movies
in America to date with an
almost all-Asian cast. This
modern film brings together
our nostalgic love of romcoms with the new diversity
that young America loves.
I’ll admit, I’m a sucker
for a good rom-com. I know
how unrealistic and repetitive
they are, and I’m fully aware
that if I said even a third of
the things that Emma Stone
did in Crazy, Stupid, Love
that I would have to transfer
schools out of embarrassment. But there’s something
comforting in watching a
love story unfold before you.
Rom-coms have been the best
therapist I could ask for some
nights. 2018 is the year that
the romantic comedy made
its comeback, and I hope that
they are here to stay.

Now Playing:
With or Without You x U2

This movie is usually considered the first modern romantic comedy. No one can say
they are a true rom-com fan
if they haven’t experienced
this emotional whirlwind.

Clueless
(1995)

A fun, flirty movie with a
feminist twist, this movie
is great because Cher, the
main character, finds self-realization first and love second. Clueless also functions
as a Jane Austen and fashion
bootcamp.

Love
Actually
(2003)

One of the greatest collage-style
movies,
this
Christmas film is great all
year round. It inspired movies like Valentine’s Day and
New Year’s Eve.

Hitch
(2005)

Hitch is a great twist on the
classic rom-com because it’s
from a male perspective. Will
Smith challenges traditional
gender roles as he is the one
to fall head-over-heels for the
lead lady, Eva Mendez.

The
Proposal
(2009)

This movie is more of a comedey with a romantic subplot. It set the trend for most
of the comedey movies we
see now, like Bridesmaids.
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Plastic Bag Free by 2025
B Y H ALEY H ALES
Guest Writer

Environment
Reusable
Shopping
Amsterdam

Europe
Plastic
Landfill
Nature

Kroger recently announced that it will eliminate plastic
bags from its 2,800 stores by 2025. The Cincinnati-based company will start by cutting out the plastic bags in their Seattle-based
grocery chain and will move forward from there. By taking this
action, they will eliminate 123 million pounds of plastic sent to landfills each year. Kroger has made other efforts to help the planet as well. They have been
working to create a plastic milk jug that uses 10 percent less plastic then their old
containers. Both of these ideas
help meet Kroger’s larger goal
of reducing 90 percent of their
landfill waste by 2025.

Kroger
Company
Waste
Bags

Aries: What’s food? What’s makeup?
What’s self-care? If you’ve been asking
yourself any of these things, it’s time
to re-evaluate your obligations.
Taurus: Functioning like an adult can
be pretty hard sometimes, so don’t
be afraid to do things to unwind, like
sprawling on the floor in the busiest
part of Gallagher.

Gemini: What better way to redeco-

rate your room or home than with all
the floods and leaks this rain is bringing?

Cancer: Be like Shia Labeouf (or Nike,
take your pick) and “just do it.”

Leo: Don’t have time for “me time?”
Make time for “me time.” Trust me, it’s
better to walk into an exam knowing
nothing about it but well-rested than
pulling an all-nighter to study.
Virgo: For once in your life, you’ll actually have the discipline and will power to
sleep before 2 a.m. The real question is,
will you?
Comic courtesy of Jen-Jen Rose

Plastic bags are the worst option
when shopping, so it is great news to hear
Kroger will be eliminating them from their
stores. This being said, there is no reason a company worth $21
billion could not implement this and countless other techniques
in much less time. A grocery store that is in 31 states should be a
leader in sustainability. With the funding and demand for it, they
should be doing much more and faster.
After spending three weeks in Europe, it blows my mind that the United States still uses plastic bags. When
grocery shopping in places like France
(where plastic bags are banned), you
have two options: either bring your own
bag or buy a reusable bag at the store.
This makes sense to me, even if it was a bit
of an adjustment to try and remember to bring a reusable bag
everywhere you went. However, if you forgot, you
knew you would have to carry everything with your
hands or spend an extra five euros to buy a bag.
This was standard in Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam
and Cologne. Even the clothing and souvenir
stores gave out paper bags instead of plastic. In
Europe, it is rare to see anyone with plastic bags.
If they can do it, why can’t we? Since coming
back to the U.S., I don’t go anywhere without
a reusable bag in my purse. It’s second nature
and so much less wasteful. We have known that
plastic bags were bad for the environment since
the 1980s, yet hardly any chain grocers have
stopped using them. Props to Kroger for making a step in the right direction, but climate
change is happening now. It’s time to leap.

Libra: Have you ever tried actually
listening to the weird sounds you
hear around your room in the middle of the night? What if it’s some
coded message from the grade gods?
Scorpio: Pro tip for the lonely or
homesick Scorpio: Forgetting your
pen or pencil at home for class and
asking a stranger for one is actually
a great conversation — and friendship — starter.
Sagittarius: You’re in that “I asked for
a little rice but they gave me a bucket
ton” mood, so step back, take a deep
breath and grab a friend who’ll accept
your food sacrifice offering.

Capricorn: Be adventurous this week.
Get your butt into one of your professor’s office hours, even if it’s just to
look over a homework assignment.

Aquarius: Stressed out? There’s this

puffy sticker that’s basically a squishy
toy/stress ball but with a super sticky
side. Slap that onto your planner.

Pisces: In an ideal world, you’d be
looking at your grades and quoting
the McDonald’s “I’m lovin’ it,” but
you’re actually probably that dog
surrounded by a fire saying, “This is
fine.”

